Oaklands Infant School EYFS

Why do we teach what we teach?

At Oaklands we develop a love of reading, writing and number, while ensuring each child’s
physical, emotional and communication skills are developed to their full potential.
Learning opportunities are developed alongside the children’s interests in order to ensure
positive and exciting engagement. Children choose their learning from a range of rich
resources and activities; to explore, think creatively and become active learners. The
Foundation stage environment is reviewed and developed according to the children’s
current fascinations. We place great value on fostering positive attitudes towards learning,
independence and resilience. Children are provided with the skills, knowledge and
understanding they need to be successful in their foundation stage year, and are prepared
for the challenges in Key Stage One and beyond. Our curriculum is guided by development
matters and ensures that our teaching is developmentally appropriate. We nurture happy
and curious life-long learners. The Oaklands Code is widely used across the school by
pupils and staff. We introduce the Oaklands Code to parents before their children start
school to help our pupils become active citizens of Oaklands from their first day.

How do we teach what we teach?

At Oaklands our Maths and English is delivered through a direct teach with play-based
learning opportunities provided throughout the day. The unique child is promoted by
offering extended periods of ‘play and learn’. We value imagination and creativity and seek
to create a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning through a vibrant continuous
indoor and outdoor provision.

When children first start school they build upon their phonological awareness skills
through adult-directed games. At Oaklands the Essential Letters and Sounds phonic
programme is followed. Fully decodable reading books foster independence, confidence
and a love of reading. Purposeful writing opportunities are provided on a weekly basis for
children to implement their phonic knowledge. A modelled write session is delivered once
a week to develop sentence writing skills. Story Scribing at Oaklands helps to develop
speaking skills and creative ideas. Children are encouraged to tell their stories in full
sentences using narrative language.

At Oaklands White Rose maths is taught daily. Mastering Number is also taught daily and
focuses on fundamental skills such as subitising and cardinality. New concepts are taught
practically where possible, and children have easy access to manipulatives in the learning
environment. Reasoning is modelled and promoted for children to show they have a secure
understanding. During a maths session there are opportunities for discussions where



children can share their thought processes and are encouraged to give answers in full
sentences

Pupils learn through a balance of child-initiated and adult-directed activities. The
timetable is carefully structured so that children have whole-class directed teaching in
maths and phonics every day with regular interventions taking place with small groups of
children or on an individual basis.

The indoor and outdoor provision is set up to be easily accessible for children, allowing
children to use any of the resources on offer as part of their play. They have a responsibility
to put back toys after playing with them.

How do we know what pupils have learnt and how well they have learnt it?

As part of our daily practice, we observe and assess children’s development and learning
to inform our future plans to ensure progress towards each child’s full potential. Within the
first six weeks of their start at Oaklands, children are assessed to give a baseline measure.
The results are used to focus the next steps for learning for each individual. At the end of FS
children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals (as set out in Development Matters)
and are graded as emerging or expected against these end of Foundation Stage
statements. A written summary of progress and achievement (including the above
gradings), is given to parents in the summer term.

Each half term phonics tracker is used to assess pupil’s phonic knowledge. Pupil’s half
termly literacy and maths assessments are sent home to parents to inform them of their
child’s progress.

Our curriculum needs to meet the needs of our children, including our disadvantaged
pupils and those with SEND, so we spend time looking at and evaluating how children are
learning. Class teams discuss on a daily basis the achievements of the children and areas
for development. The class teacher then adapts the planning to meet the needs of the
learner. Our observations are shared with family members on Tapestry so that they are
made aware of their child’s learning across the year. The characteristics of effective
learning are reflected in the observations.

Our quality teaching and interactions ensure that children make good progress. We believe
our high standards are due to the enriched play-based exploration alongside the rigour of
assessment and teaching the children have as they move through the early years —arich
diet of balanced learning experiences is undoubtedly the best way to develop happy,
curious children.



